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Indian Tribes

Because of the sovereignty of many
Indian tribes, Federally recognized tribes
may act as States, with the same respon-
sibilities as States.

Tribes may negotiate agreements with
States in which they are located so that
the State assumes some or all of the
responsibilities imposed by law.
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Tribes that function as Tribal Emergency
Response Commissions (TERCs) receive
all reports on hazardous or toxic chemi-
cals, and citizens should go to the TERC
for information. If, however, the tribe
has entered into an agreement with a
State, the agreement will designate who
will receive reports and answer ques-
tions.

Chemicals in Your Community

State agencies serve a
number of roles in collecting
chemical information and
implementing environmental
rules. In some States, all infor-
mation will be collected by
the same State agency; in
other States, different agen-
cies may have the lead for
chemical inventories, TRI, and
RMP data. All of the agencies
should, however, be members
of the State Emergency
Response Commission, or
SERC, and, therefore, if you
are seeking information across
all of the right-to-know rules,
your SERC is a good starting
point. It will either provide the
information to you directly or
tell which other State agency
has the data and how to con-
tact the right person. Besides
providing you with informa-
tion submitted to it, the SERC
can:

e Ask for further information
from facilities about a par-
ticular chemical or facility.

Help you identify other
sources of environmental
data.

Help you interpret the
data or identify experts
who can assist you in
understanding chemical
risks and risk reduction
methods.

Data available under the
right-to-know laws can also be
useful to State agencies, such
as the State and regional
water authorities and air per-
mitting authorities. The RMP
data can help water agencies
identify patterns of chemical
use and practices among
water treatment and waste
water treatment plants nation-
ally; with that information,
they can help local water
authorities improve their
knowledge of chemical stor-
age and handling.
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Chemicals in Your Community

The Federal Role

States and local communities have the
primary governmental responsibility to
make community right-to-know programs
work. The Federal government, however,
also has important contributions to make.
The Federal government's major responsi-
bilities include:

¢ Providing guidance, technical assis-
tance, and training to States, communi-
ties, and industry;

e Enforcing the laws to ensure compli-
ance;

¢ Maintaining a national databases for
TRI reports and making the data acces-
sible to citizens;

e Ensuring that LEPCs have the informa-
tion they need to take appropriate
steps to reduce the risks in their com-
munities; and

e C(Collecting and distributing RMP data to
States, LEPCs, and the public.

The Federal government also has a
variety of responsibilities to regulate cer-
tain toxic and hazardous substances under
other Federal environmental and occupa-
tional health and safety laws.
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Chemicals in Your Community

For More Information

For a list of names, addresses, and telephone
numbers for SERCs and LEPCs, check the
Right-to-Know Net web site at

http://www.rtk.net/lepc/

For EPA regional EPCRA contacts, check
http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/sta-loc.htm

For RMP regional and State contacts, check
http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/

For access to EPA's on-line databases, check
http://www.epa.gov/enviro

State TRI program officials and EPA Regional
TRI contacts can be found at

http://www.epa.gov/tri/statecon.htm.

TRI data releases can be ordered from the
National Service Center for Environmental
Publications (NSCEP) at:

Box 42419

Cincinnati, OH 45242-2419
(800) 490-9198

Fax: (513) 489-8695 or 8692

Online orders: http://www.epa.gov/ncepihom/.

For general information about EPCRA and
CAA RMP, call the EPCRA Hotline at
(800) 424-9346.
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